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Introduction

At GEMS Cambridge International Private School (GCS), we believe that providing
students with opportunities to reinforce learning, develop essential skills, and cultivate a
sense of responsibility is essential to their learning and development. Home learning
fosters a strong partnership between home and school, supporting the GEMS values:
Excellence, Always Learning, One Team, and Care. Home learning provides students with
opportunities to reinforce and deepen their understanding of what they have learned in
class or engage in pre-learning activities.

The GCS Home Learning Policy outlines the guidelines and expectations for assigning,
completing, and assessing home learning. It clarifies the roles of students, teachers, and
parents to ensure that home learning is purposeful and meaningful.

Home learning is tailored to meet the diverse needs of students and varied to maintain a
purposeful balance between routine tasks and novel challenges. It supports the
reinforcement of learning, encourages creativity, and fosters independent thought.

A personalised approach, such as the Family First learner menu board for FS through Year
9, ensures that tasks cater to individual student needs, offering varied activities that allow
students to choose tasks aligned with their learning preferences and skills. This approach
encourages students to challenge themselves without feeling overwhelmed and will be
skills focused.

Home learning covers a range of subjects, supporting a well-rounded education. Tasks
which encourage cross-subject links foster a sense of curiosity and intellectual
engagement, while more structured assignments encourage time management and
responsibility, reinforcing the importance of daily practice.

Home learning in the Secondary phase is often more specialised and course specific.
Assignments may be research-intensive, requiring students to delve deeply into the
subjects and units of study. Home learning in the Secondary phase can take various
forms, including, but not limited to essays, research projects, and problem-solving tasks.
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Frequency and Time Allocation

Home learning expectations will vary across each phase of the school. The expectations
for each phase are outlined below, detailing the types of activities assigned and the
estimated time needed for completion.

These times serve as guidelines and may vary among students.

For students in FS through Year 6, home learning is typically communicated on a weekly
basis, rather than daily as it is in the secondary phase. This structure considers the
diverse contexts of families within the country and provides greater flexibility in managing
learning time at home.

Year/ Grade Allocated Tasks and Time
1. FS1/FS2
At least 10 min of daily reading at home - to the child, with the child and/ or by the child.

The chosen book should be in line with the reading level of the child, in addition to library
books that have been chosen by the child.

In addition to reading, the school shares a half termly home learning choice board,
including activities that promote fine motor skills, creativity, art projects, interactive
games, in addition to opportunities for students to practice math and literacy outcomes.
Students will be asked to complete at least 3 tasks from the choice board throughout the
half term. Please see Appendix A.

2. KeyStageland 2 / Years1 -6

Students are expected to read for 10 to 30 minutes each day. This can include
independent reading, reading with an adult, or a mix of both. A half-termly home learning
choice board will be shared with parents at the start of a new half term with tasks
including projects, collaborative tasks and innovative revision ideas. Students will be
asked to complete at least 3 tasks from the choice board by the end of the half term.

Additionally, Maths, English and Arabic A tasks will be assigned on a weekly basis which
each take 20 to 30 minutes to be completed. Year 2-6 may be set ‘nuggets’ to complete
on the Century App.

Any students who require additional practice of certain skills will receive additional tasks
as needed. Please see Appendix A.

Workbooks:

To support students' learning, a selection of students' workbooks will be sent home every
Thursday, following a weekly schedule which will be shared with parents at the start of
each half term. These workbooks can be used by families to continue their learning over
the weekend. However, please note that home learning during the week will not typically
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involve tasks in these workbooks. Instead, assignments will be designed to complement
and extend the learning from class in other formats, such as written tasks, projects, or
research assignments. It is essential that these books return to school on Monday
morning to avoid learning being affected.

3. Key Stage 3 / Years 7 to 9

At GCS, we recognise that home learning plays a crucial role in reinforcing the concepts
students learn in the classroom, helping to extend their understanding, and fostering
important academic skills. In Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9), home learning is designed to
support students in developing strong study habits, improving their time management,
and laying the foundation for future academic success.

Purpose of Home Learning:

Home learning in Key Stage 3 is primarily focused on practice and extension. It provides
students with opportunities to consolidate what they have learned in class, deepen their
understanding, and prepare for future academic challenges.

Time Commitment:

Students are expected to complete up to 1 hour of home learning per subject each week.
This will typically involve a mixture of tasks, including written exercises, research, and
reading activities.

Workbooks:

To support students' learning, Key Stage 3 students' workbooks will be sent home every
Thursday. These workbooks can be used to continue their learning over the weekend.
However, please note that home learning during the week will not typically involve tasks
in these workbooks. Instead, assignments will be designed to complement and extend
the learning from class in other formats, such as written tasks, projects, or research
assignments.

Reading and Independent Learning:

Throughout the school year, students will be assigned reading tasks based on teacher
guidelines. These readings may involve specific chapters or pages, and students are
expected to complete these assignments at home as part of their broader learning
objectives.

Importance of Completing Home Learning:

Completing home learning on time is essential for academic progress. Students who fail
to complete their home learning may fall behind with their studies, as these tasks are
designed to reinforce and extend classroom learning. Regular completion of home
learning is a key component of academic success, helping students develop a strong
understanding of the subjects they are studying, while also building discipline and
responsibility.

Expectations for Students:
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e Independent Learning: Students should approach their home learning with an
independent mindset, managing their time effectively to complete tasks on
schedule.

e Quality of Work: Home learning tasks should be completed to the best of
students’ abilities, demonstrating effort, attention to detail, and the application of
skills learned in class.

¢ Parental Support: We encourage parents to support their children in setting up
a quiet, focused study space at home, but the work itself should be completed
independently by the student.

By consistently completing their home learning, students will strengthen their academic
skills, stay on track with their coursework, and develop the habits necessary for success
in future years.

4. Key Stage 4 / Years 10 & 11

At GCS, we aim to provide our Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) students with a structured
approach to home learning that promotes both academic progress and independent study
skills. As students approach their IGCSEs, the balance between home learning and self-
directed study becomes crucial in developing the habits and skills necessary for exam
success.

Purpose of Home Learning:

Home learning in Key Stage 4 is designed to reinforce the learning taking place in the
classroom, while encouraging students to take greater responsibility for their own
academic progress. It helps students develop essential study habits, improve their time
management, and prepare them for future exams. In addition, it provides the opportunity
for students to revise key concepts, conduct independent research, and extend their
knowledge outside of the classroom.

Time Commitment:

Students will be expected to complete up to 1.5 hours of home learning per subject each
week. This may include a combination of short-term assignments, revision tasks, project
work, and long-term exam preparation. As students move into Year 10 and Year 11, there
will be an increased emphasis on self-directed study and independent research to better
prepare for their examinations.

Workbooks and Resources:

At Key Stage 4, students are responsible for their own workbooks and resources. These
books may be sent home at any time throughout the week to support learning, but
students are entrusted with ensuring that they bring these resources to class and use
them to reinforce their learning. Losing a workbook can significantly impact a student’s
academic progress, as it contains valuable notes, exercises, and materials that are
essential for continued learning and revision. We ask that parents encourage students to
take good care of their materials.
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Building Independence and Exam Preparation:

In Key Stage 4, our goal is to help students become independent learners. Starting in
Year 10, we encourage students to begin their exam preparation early, so that they can
approach their GCSEs and A-levels with confidence. We aim to develop students' ability
to study independently, manage their time effectively, and take ownership of their
learning. Early exam preparation is essential to help students build the resilience, self-
discipline, and critical thinking skills required for success in their exams.

Reading and Independent Research:

As part of their home learning, students will be assigned specific readings, research tasks,
and revision exercises. They will be expected to complete these tasks at home and, where
appropriate, work on independent projects that extend their learning beyond the
classroom.

Importance of Completing Home Learning:

Students who consistently complete their home learning are more likely to experience
academic success, as home learning supports classroom instruction and provides
additional practice. Failure to complete home learning may result in students falling
behind in their academic progress, particularly as they prepare for key assessments and
exams. Students are expected to maintain a high standard of work, demonstrate effort,
and complete all assignments by the deadline.

Key Expectations for Students at KS4:

¢ Independent Learning: We expect students to take responsibility for their own
learning. This includes managing their time effectively, prioritising tasks, and
independently revising and preparing for exams.

¢ Quality of Work: Home learning should be completed with attention to detail and
to the best of the students’ ability. It is not just about completing tasks but also
about applying, learning, and reflecting on progress.

¢ Accountability: Students are expected to manage their resources, including their
workbooks and materials, and ensure that these are kept in good condition. Lost
or damaged books must be replaced, as they are critical for learning and revision.

¢ Parental Support: We encourage parents to help their children establish a quiet,
focused space for study and to support them in managing their time effectively.
However, the responsibility for completing tasks and engaging with home learning
lies with the student.

Preparing for Exams:

In addition to regular home learning, students will be encouraged to begin focused
revision for their GCSEs and A-levels early. We recommend setting aside time each week
to review class materials, complete past papers, and engage with additional resources.
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Home learning in Key Stage 4 is designed not only to prepare students for assessments
but to develop a lifelong approach to studying and learning independently.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s home learning, please feel
free to contact us.

5. Key Stage 5/Years 12 & 13 (Sixth Form)

At GCS, we recognise the importance of developing students holistically, particularly in
Years 12 and 13 as they prepare for university and life beyond school. As such, a
significant emphasis is placed on independent study and self-directed learning, which is
essential in fostering the academic maturity required for success at university.

Home Learning Overview:

Students in Years 12 and 13 will be assigned home learning throughout the week. This
will typically include a combination of short-term tasks, longer-term projects, and exam
preparation activities across different subjects. The focus of home learning at this stage
is to deepen students' understanding, refine their academic skills, and help them develop
essential habits for university-level study.

Purpose of Home Learning:

The primary goal of home learning in Sixth Form is to equip students with the tools they
need to study independently and manage their time effectively. As students prepare for
their A-levels and university, home learning provides them with the opportunity to
consolidate their knowledge, engage in independent enquiry, and develop the critical
thinking skills that are vital for academic success.

Key Expectations for Years 12 & 13:

e Independent Study: Sixth Form students are expected to take a proactive role
in their learning. While teachers will provide guidance and set tasks, students
should be able to manage their own study time, engage with resources outside the
classroom, and demonstrate initiative in pursuing areas of interest or further study.

e Time Management: Effective time management is critical. Students should be
able to balance home learning with other responsibilities and ensure they allocate
sufficient time for each subject. This includes breaking down larger projects and
assignments into manageable steps and setting realistic deadlines.

e Exam Preparation: Home learning will closely align with exam preparation,
helping students refine their knowledge and exam technique. This includes
completing past papers, engaging in targeted revision, and addressing any gaps in
understanding. Regular self-assessment and reflection are encouraged to track
progress.

e Holistic Development: In addition to academic tasks, home learning in Years 12
and 13 may also focus on developing broader skills that support university
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preparation. These may include research projects, presentation practice, writing
essays, and engaging with university applications.

e Evidence of Independent Enquiry: Students should be able to demonstrate
their ability to research topics and pursue learning outside the set curriculum. This
might include independent reading, research for extended essays or projects, and
contributing to class discussions based on independent learning.

Conclusion:

At GCS, we believe that by focusing on independent study, time management, and exam
preparation, we are preparing our Sixth Form students for success both in their final
exams and in their future academic careers. We encourage students to embrace their
responsibilities and engage with home learning as a valuable opportunity to develop their
skills, knowledge, and academic independence.

Parental Involvement

Parents play a key role in supporting their children with home learning. Parents are
encouraged to create a conducive learning environment at home and engage in open
communication with teachers regarding any challenges or feedback. Strengthening these
communication channels between home and school promotes a collaborative learning
environment.

Parents are encouraged to engage with their child during home learning time especially
in the Foundation Stage and Primary, making it a positive bonding experience. Secondary
school students should be capable of managing their workload, researching
independently, and applying critical thinking skills to their assignments. They should be
able to communicate strengths and challenges themselves; however, parental
communication with the school and teachers regarding challenges and needs is always
welcomed.

Feedback and Evaluation

Home learning is not formally graded, especially in Foundation Stage and Primary, as this
may not always be an accurate measure of student ability, given the varying levels of
parental support. Instead, home learning tasks will be checked to provide feedback that
encourages growth and improvement.

In cases where the student does not complete the homework in 2 consecutive weeks,
parents will be notified by email especially in Secondary.

Technology Integration
Digital tools will be incorporated into home learning to enhance student engagement and

provide students and teachers with access to a comprehensive range of resources. Only
digital tools that have received school approval may be utilized, and these must be
employed with careful attention to safety and responsible usage.

Flexibility and Accommodations
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To enable all students to fully engage in home learning, accommodation is available to
promote equitable and inclusive learning experiences. These accommodations may
include flexible deadlines, tailored assignments, alternative learning formats,
individualised support, and accessible resources.

Collaborative Learning

Home learning can provide opportunities for students to engage in collaborative activities,
such as group projects or peer reviews. These activities foster teamwork, communication,
and interpersonal skills, promoting a sense of community and shared learning
experiences.

Alignment with Curriculum
Home learning assignments align with broader curriculum goals, ensuring they contribute

to the mastery of key concepts and essential skills. The tasks reinforce classroom
learning, deepen understanding, and prepare students for future lessons. This alignment
ensures that home learning serves as a meaningful extension of the educational
experience rather than a disconnected task.

School Resources

Borrowed items sent home from school are expected to be well cared for. Throughout the
year, students may bring home books and occasionally other school-owned resources,
which must be returned in their original condition for others to use and enjoy. In cases
where items are lost or damaged beyond use, parents will be asked to replace them or
cover the cost.

Balancing Academic Rigor and Well-bein

The GCS Home Learning Policy balances academic rigor with student wellbeing, providing
challenging and meaningful learning experiences without compromising students’
wellbeing. By focusing on purposeful assignments, a balanced workload, clear
communication, and support for wellbeing practices, we aim to foster a holistic and
supportive learning experience.

Signed: M

Date: June 2026
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Year Group [Daily LExpected Weekly Expected Other
ime time
Bug Club 10 min Literacy Task (Optional) (10 min Literacy/ Maths tasks are
hands on/ craft/ based
FS2 1:1 reading books (Term 10 min Maths Task (Optional) |10 min ./ / .
53 on real life experiences
/3) and are outlined in
Phonics Task 10 min weekly overview.
Phonics tasks are sent in
weekly email and can be
printed at home.
Timetables Rockstars 10 min English CGP 30 min Homework rotation 1
- - - - week English and Maths.
Year 1 Bug club / 1:1 reading books {10 min Science CGP 30 min . .
Following week English
Maths homework 30 min and Science.
Arabic homework 30 min
Phonics activities 15 min
Timetables Rockstars 10 min English CGP 30 min Homework rotation -
. . . English every week,
Year 2 Bug Club 10 min Science CGP 30 min .
science every other
Education City 5 min week.
Spelling practise 5 min




CIUEERN 66, il dnlal YUgiilyil agols Utto s Guwjao
Cambridge International Private School
SHARJAH

Timetables Rockstars 10min English CGP 30 min CGP rotation 1 per week
- - - English then Science and
Year 3 BugClub 10 min Science CGP 30 min
French
CenturyApp 5 min French CGP 30 min
Spellings 5 min
Timetables Rockstars 10mins English CGP 20-30 mins CGP books- English
- - every week.
Year 4 BugClub 10 mins [MOE 30-40 mins
. . . Science biweekly.
CenturyApp 10 mins [Math/Science century 20 mins
Spellings 10 mins [Science CGP(biweekly) [20-30 mins
Timetables Rockstars 15 mins [English CGP 20-30 mins Every week English CGP
- - - books Science and Math
Year 5 BugClub 15 mins [Science Century/CGP  |20-30 mins .
] Homework is set
(alternative) .
alternative weeks.
_ _ French CGP as per
CenturyApp 10 mins [French CGP 20-30 mins teacher’s request.
Spellings 15 mins [Math Century 20-30 mins
(alternative)
MOE
40 mins
Bug Club 10 mins [English CGP/SPaG 20 - 30 Every week English
Near 6 Century minutes CGP/Cen_tury
- - - (alternative)
Century 15 mins [Science CGP/Century |20-30 minutes

10



CIUEERN 66, il dnlal YUgiilyil agols Utto s Guwjao
Cambridge International Private School
SHARJAH

Timetable Rockstars

10 mins

Math century

20-30 minutes

Science CGP alternate

Spellings

10 mins

MOE Subjects

40 minutes

week.

Math Homework is set
every week using
Century app.
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