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The GEMS Cambridge International School, Sharjah (GCS), has designed its 
curriculum to empower learners and create their future. Primarily, we offer the 
National Curriculum for England; however, we also incorporate the goals and values 
of GEMS Education and the rich national influence of the UAE. This results in students 
being offered a modern, exciting, and educationally advanced curriculum in a vibrant 
and creative learning environment. 
 
Core Curriculum: National Curriculum for England 
Language of Instruction: English 
 
The National Curriculum for England is a broad and balanced curriculum applied 
in over 150 countries across the world. It is based on a structured and broad 
framework that outlines expected levels of achievement through all stages of a 
student’s school life. 
 
In Foundation Stage 1 and 2, students follow the new framework of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage program. In Years 1 to 8, the students' progress through the 
National Curriculum for England. 
Integration of STEAM and coding into the curriculum are intrinsic features of learning 
across the school from FS 1 to Year 8. 
 
In Year 9, students prepare towards the iGCSE program and make an informed 
curriculum decision for iGCSE. 
 
The students of Years 10 and 11 study iGCSE subjects while the students of Years 12 
and 13 study AS and A level subjects. 
 
The curriculum lays the foundation for students to pursue university levels of 
education or professional career paths suited to their abilities, talents, and interests. 
All iGCSE, AS and A level qualification awards are recognised worldwide. 
 
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 
Foundation Stage 1 (FS1) and Foundation Stage 2 (FS2) 
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Ages: 3 to 5 years 
 
The key areas of learning and development covered at this stage are: 

• Communication and Language 
• Physical Development 
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World 
• Expressive Arts and Design 

 
The Early Years curriculum in the Foundation Stage ensures that children are suitably 
prepared for literacy and numeracy. Phonic methods and well-graded writing patterns 
follow a comprehensive foundation-building curriculum focusing on enhancing the 
skills in reading, speaking, writing, and listening. Children in the Foundation Stage 
mainly learn through guided play and exploring, being active and creative learners 
using stimulating indoor and outdoor learning environments. The curriculum is 
geared for the holistic development of every individual child, developing their self-
esteem, social, and communication skills. Activities for children are planned around 
the 7 areas of learning according to the needs and interests of children. Learning 
takes place directly through formal teaching, using ICT (Information and 
Communication Technology) and Music. The focus is on both individuals and groups. 
 
The use of the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC) helps the integration of 
theme-based learning and STEAM learning into the EYFS curriculum adapting to the 
interests of the students.  

Arabic Language: Students in the Foundation Stage are introduced to the Arabic 
language, and dedicated lessons are delivered by Arabic specialists from FS2. 

Science is introduced to the students via a topic-based approach called 
Understanding the World.  
By the end of the Foundation Stage, students become confident and comfortable 
in the school environment and gain basic knowledge of core concepts in order to 
prepare them to begin the National Curriculum for England. 
 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 6) 
 
Ages: 5 to 11 years 
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In these years of school, students lay a solid foundation for learning that they will 
use for the rest of their lives. The National Curriculum for England has a very 
structured flow of learning that challenges and assesses students to ensure 
development in key academic areas is being met. 
 
Subjects at this level: 

• Islamic Education (in Arabic and in English) 
• Arabic for Arabs 
• Arabic for non-Arabs 
• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Moral Social Cultural Studies - Year 2 onwards (Social Studies and Moral 

Education) 
• Geography 
• Personal Social Health Education (PSHE) 
• Computing  
• Physical Education (PE) 
• Art 
• Music 
• French (Year 3 onwards) 
• Wellbeing 

 
Within the Primary School, academics are integrated with opportunities to enable 
children to achieve their full potential and develop skills of reasoning, problem-
solving and creative thinking. Learning ensures that all students are enthused by 
what they are learning, and our teachers are passionate about what they are 
teaching. Students pursue academic and non-academic prospects through various 
activities. Socially preferred behavior patterns are inculcated through a focus on 
etiquette and values that will lay the foundation for students’ social interaction and 
development. Innovation is a school focus and is integrated into the curriculum. 
Oracy is integrated into the Primary curriculum and is explicitly taught across all 
subjects. All primary students are also exposed to Robotics and augmented reality 
resources to enhance their learning skills 
 
Primary students are provided with the opportunities to develop their leadership 
skills by sharing class and school responsibilities that nurture organisational skills, 
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accountability, and team spirit. These include class representatives, school council 
members, reading champions, eco Warriers, house captains and student leaders. The 
Primary School is the stage of enhanced learning, where the students are constantly 
evolving and growing intellectually and emotionally. Students in Key Stage 1 and Key 
Stage 2 will appear for the UAE International Benchmark assessments as prescribed 
by the SPEA. 

 
SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Secondary School covers the ages of 11 to 16 years. Key Stage 3 - Year 7, 8, 9 
and Key Stage 4 - Year 10 
and 11 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
Years 7, 8 and 9 
The Key Stage 3 curriculum integrates STEAM and sustainability and aims to inspire 
students during a time when many are overwhelmed by the combination of subjects 
and the transition from Primary to Secondary education. At this stage, the learning 
goals seek to encourage the holistic development of internationally minded learners. 
Rigorous and deep learning is represented under the categories of knowledge, skills 
and understanding through enquiry, research, and problem-solving learning. 
Opportunities to experience and practice individual qualities and dispositions like 
resilience, morality, communications, thoughtfulness, respect and adaptability are 
built in the learning tasks within the curriculum. 
 
Subjects at this level: 

• Islamic Education A (for Arabic speaking Muslims) 
• Islamic Education B (for non-Arabic speaking Muslims) 
• PSE (for non-Muslims) 
• Moral Education (for Muslims) 
• Moral, Social and Cultural Studies (for non-Muslims) 
• Arabic A (for Arabs) 
• Arabic B (for non-Arabs) 
• English 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Computing 
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• French Foreign Language 
• Physical Education (PE) 
• Art 
• Music 
• Humanities (History and Geography) 
• Enterprise  
• Reading  
• Enrichment  

 
Key Stage 4 
 
Years 10 and 11: IGCSEs 
 
In Year 9, the students are gradually and systematically introduced to iGCSE 
curriculum. Meanwhile, in Years 10 and 11 students, study IGCSE subjects as per 
their options choices made at the end of Year 9. Assessment in Key Stage 4 is carried 
out according to the IGCSE grading system. 
 
Our students are inspired to learn through a range of interesting skills like 
independent thinking, research, resource collection, conducting core practical, hands-
on lab work integration, and effective communication. 
 
Opportunities for individual experiences are encouraged as they communicate and 
actively participate in the world around them; these include work experience, 
university seminars and workshops, and other relevant activities that we feel will add 
value to student development and preparation. 

 
 
Core Subjects 
Core subjects at this stage consist of: 

• English (students can choose to study either first language or second language) 
• Mathematics 
• Arabic A (for Arabs) 
• Arabic B (for non-Arabs) 
• Islamic Education A (for Arabs) 
• Islamic Education B (for non-Arabs) 
• PSE (for non-Muslims) 
• Moral Education (for Muslims) 
• Moral, Social and Cultural Studies (for non-Muslims) 
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Electives 
Furthering our commitment to individual student development, we offer a variety 
of elective subjects for students to select from when designing their curriculum. 
These electives include: 
 

• Biology 
• Chemistry 
• Physics 
• Combined Science (Double Award) 
• Economics 
• Business Studies 
• Accounting 
• Computer Science 
• Art and Design 
• Psychology 
• Physical Education (PE) 
• Arabic 
• Online Courses-Self-study Online courses are provided to expand the 

curriculum for students who have completed the board exams through early 
entry provisions 

 
After school Enrichment programmes are offered in sports and skill-based 
activities: 

• Basketball 
• Athletics 
• Football 
• Public Speaking (MUNs/Debate/TEDx) 
• Art Skills 
• Music 
• Robotics 

 
Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form) 
 
Years 12 and 13: A-Levels 
 
The Key Stage 5 curriculum is built on teaching and learning principles that regard 
the student as holistic individuals interconnected to one another. The curriculum 
methods strive to foster self-improvement through learning, acknowledging both the 
individual and social contexts of education. This approach places equal emphasis on 
the emotional, social, and cognitive well-being of learners. 
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The Sixth Form educational system remains effective while staying relevant to the 
advancements. For improved performance, our teachers combine technology and lab 
work integration with textbook learning. The usage of technology is inextricably 
linked to the concept of an innovation school. 
 
The skills programme in KS5 promotes a flexible, future-oriented curriculum and 
platform for lifelong learning, thus building a link between skill development and 
broader education, employment, and growth. 
 
The A-level Subjects Offered at Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form) 
• English Language (Edexcel IAL) 
• Mathematics (Edexcel IAL) 
• Physics (Edexcel IAL) 
• Chemistry (Edexcel IAL) 
• Biology (Edexcel IAL) 
• Psychology (Oxford AL) 
• Business Studies (Edexcel IAL) 
• Computer Science (CIE IAL) 
• Arabic (Edexcel IAL) 
• Economics (Edexcel IAL) 
• Pearson Edexcel Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 
 
GCS students move on to higher education across the world, many to prestigious 
universities. In addition to the development of specific skills and competencies, the 
curriculum emphasises innovation, enquiry, creativity, analytical evaluation, and 
other 21st Century Skills needed to meet the challenges of the future. Through 
innovative styles of teaching, workshops, projects, and experiments, students are 
given the opportunity to explore aspects of the curriculum and develop a variety of 
practical skills. Under the guidance of their teachers, students learn aspects of 
management, instruction and leadership, enhancing their knowledge, confidence and 
skills, so that they can make more defined career choices. 
 

Signed:    
Date: June 2025 
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