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Just a few things to remember

WHAT IS THE EPQ?

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is an independent research
project worth half an A-Level. You will write a 5,000-6,000 word essay
on a topic of your choice, demonstrating:

« Independent research and critical thinking skills

« Academic writing and analysis abilities

 Project management and time management

« Self-motivation and resilience



Just a few things to remember

WHY DO AN EPQ?

UCAS Points:
o A* 28 points, A = 24 points (equivalent to an AS-level)
University Applications:
o Demonstrates independent learning - highly valued by universities
Personal Interest:
o Study something YOU are passionate about
Skills Development:
o Research, writing, and project management skills for university



ESSAY REQUIREMENTS

Requirement Details

5,000-6,000 words (excluding
bibliography and appendices)

Word Count

ANY subject area - can be related to your A-

Topic Levels or completely different

Must have a clear, focused research

Research Question question or hypothesis

Minimum 15-20 high-quality, academic

Sources sources (books, journals, credible websites)

Consistent academic referencing

Referencing throughout (Harvard or APA)

Introduction, main body with clear

Structure arguments, conclusion with evaluation




ASSESSMENT GRITERIA
OVERVIEW

Your EPQ is marked out of 50 marks across four Assessment
Objectives:

AO1: Manage (10 marks = 20%)
Evidence of planning, time management, and project organization shown
in your Production Log.

« Clear planning from start to finish

« Regular work throughout the project period

« Effective time management

« Meeting deadlines consistently

A02: Use Resources (10 marks = 20%)
Quality and range of sources used, and how well you've used them.
« Range of appropriate sources (books, academic journals, credible
websites)
« Critical evaluation of sources
 Accurate and consistent referencing
« Ethical research practices



AO03: Develop and Realise (20 marks = 40%)
The quality of your analysis, critical thinking, and argument
development.
« Clear and focused research question
Critical analysis and evaluation of information

Development of reasoned arguments

Synthesis of ideas from multiple sources
Original insights and conclusions

AO04: Review (10 marks = 20%)

Quality of your essay writing and final reflections.
o Clear, coherent structure
« Academic writing style
« Logical flow of arguments
« Accurate spelling, grammar, and punctuation
« Reflective evaluation in Production Log

Grade Boundaries:
o A" 45-50 marks
o A: 40-44 marks
B: 35-39 marks
C: 30-34 marks
D: 25-29 marks
E: 20-24 marks



WHAT MAKES R GOOD EPQ
ESSAY?

Choose a topic you're genuinely
interested in

Choose something just because it
sounds impressive

Have a clear, focused research
question

Make your topic too broad or
vague

Use academic, credible sources

Rely on Wikipedia or unreliable
websites

Develop your own arguments and
analysis

Simply describe or summarize
information

Reference all sources accurately

Forget to cite sources (this is
plagiarism!)

Work consistently throughout the
project

Leave everything until the last
minute

Evaluate different perspectives
critically

Present only one side of an
argument

Keep your Production Log updated
weekly

Try to write the Production Log at
the end




EXAMPLE RESEARGH
QUESTIONS

Good research questions are:
Specific, Focused, Debatable, Researchable

Examples:

"To what extent did the Treaty of Versailles cause World War II?"
"How effective are cognitive behavioural therapy techniques in
treating teenage anxiety?"

"Should the UK adopt a Universal Basic Income system?"

"How has artificial intelligence impacted modern medical
diagnosis®?"

"Is sustainable fashion economically viable for high street
retailers?"



FINAL MESSAGE TO
STUDENTS

Remember: You cannot pass the EPQ without a complete
Production Log, no matter how good your essay is!



THANK YOU!
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